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This  Forum rep resen t s  an experiment  for NASA, collecting a group 

such a s  yourselves ,  to attempt;  

o to come to gr ips ,  in a few days,  with defining what a r e  

likely to be future p r o b l e m n  the a r e a  of information _- 

t r ans fe r  ; 

o and at  the same  t ime bringing your exper t i se  to focus and 

stimulate possible approaches t o  solving these problems.  .-.--__--- 

Some m a y  fee l  in  these  t imes ,  when science and technology a r e  under 

sha rp  c r i t i c i sm that a meeting such a s  this  i s  out of place.  Quite the 
i 

cont rary ,  for  I hope that in the cour se  of the next few days,  we may  

all experience a bet ter  understanding of but a few of the challenges facing 

u s  as an agency and a s  a Nation with which we will have an interact ive 

and problem solving role  in  the next generation. 

that  many of u s  h e r e  today m a y  be l e s s  personal ly  involved in the month- 

I think i t  is  ve ry  evident - 

to-month solution of these future  problems,  but I do feel  that we need to 

explore and pass  on the benefits of our own experience to help in  defining 
,~ 

the guideposts which the younger m e m b e r s  might look to in the future a s  

points of depar ture  for their  own speculative imaginatipns.  
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I mentioned ea r l i e r  that th i s  forum i s  in a way an experiment for NASA. 

W e  should all approach it as an experiment with the attitudes of openness 

usually associated with experiments .  

together such a wide spec t rum of people in such a small group before. 

have we se t  out to  gather a group together for the sole purpose of speculating, 

though we ourse lves ,  and mos t  of you, a r e  involved in this type of activity, 
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To m y  knowledge we have not brought 
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but usually within the confines of our respect ive speciali t ies.  

I understand that we have a number of people h e r e  who a r e  futur is ts ,  o r  

fo recas t e r s  of future technology and i ts  impact  on man.  

cc__- 

I am s u r e  a l l  of you 

will ag ree  individually we tend to  speculate in a ve ry  personal  way. Psychologists 

m a y  tell u s  that t he re  a r e  cer ta in  methodologies which can be classified a s  

creat ivi ty  or  speculation. However, I think everyone will ag ree  that one of 

the ve ry  first e lements  i s  to relax and t r y  to  disassociate  your mental  att i tudes 

f r o m  the p r e s s u r e s  of the day-to-day, work-a-day world. 

-- ___ -- - -  

I wish you best a t  

t h i s  forum. 

I cannot encourage you enough to  t r e a t  i t  as a forum, par t icular ly  some of 

you younger people who have an obligation both t o  yourselves  and to  the r e s t  

c___zL-c-- 

of u s  to have your ideas  a i red .  Our  proceedings will he mos t  informal  and 

I personal ly  look forward to participating in the discussions which will follow. 
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